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English

(1) Focus Plan
1. a) ‘My Cousins in Canada’, Primary Two

Students read the story and talked about Canada and Hong Kong. Some students shared their
experience when visiting family abroad. The unit focused on similarities and differences between
countries. In the second part of the project, students collected family photos and designed their first
family albums. Participants were very excited when sharing their writing and photos of friends and
family. They all worked hard to finish the album on time. This unit focused on humanity values to
respect and love family and embrace different cultures and countries. Students learnt how to design a
photo album and use present continuous tense to describe photos. We put stress on drafting and editing
skills.
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b) ‘Mouse to Mouse’, Primary Three

Students brainstormed names of household items and furniture. They read a story about
adventures of two computer mice. The project consisted of designing a plan of a flat and writing an e-
mail to the Lee family. Students were excited about cutting and pasting the furniture. Students that are
more able decorated their work elaborately and placed additional pieces. Less able students had the
option to choose how many pieces of furniture they want. In this unit, pupils learnt how to write an e-
mail/letter. The project finished with the sharing and evaluation. We practiced character strengths like
wisdom & knowledge.

2. Cross-Curriculum Co-operation with Library Panel, ‘The Three Little Pigs’ Primary One

*  After reading a story called Three Little Pigs all the students watched a drama show presented by
Dove Tales Company. The whole project consisted of educational materials, a drama workshop
with each class and 1-hour show for the whole school. As a follow up activity, students explored
the tale in Chinese (during their Library class) and wrote new endings for the story. In the reading
classes, they practised writing simple dialogues and designed posters for the show. All the students
finished tasks in the educational packages provided by the company and tailored by the NET.
Students participated eagerly as MCs, actors and dancers during the show. Students practised
reading the pigs’ introduction and used hand-made puppets to perform short dialogues in class
with great enthusiasm.

*  There was also a small drawing competition included within each class for those who like
colouring. We included value education to promote hard work, love for family and obeying the

rules elements.

3. Reading a story ‘Making an Animated Cartoon’

In June and July 2023, we conducted a cartoon project. The upper classes took part in the scheme,
Primary 4, 5 and 6. We started by reading a story, ‘Making an Animated Cartoon’ by Alex Stitt.  After
a thorough read and comprehension activities, we had a workshop about cartoon drawing. Participants
were excited to spend time with an artist teaching drawing technics and learning about process of

cartoon publishing.

(2) Routine Work
1. a) Weekend Reading Scheme
KS1 students took three books every week home to read over the weekend. After a first few weeks,

children in Primary One were given books according to their reading level. The scheme worked well
and students enthusiastically participated bringing books on Monday with parents’ signatures. The
routine was set since early September till the mid of May. By the end of Term Two students read on
average 55 books.

They were able to apply self-learning strategies like reading aloud and reflection.
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b) Junior Reading Scheme

KS2 students participated in the extended reading programme and collected one book in a month
to read and fill in the report. For P4 students we did it as a class activity, which worked well and
children were able to read more books in one session than other classes. With two more teachers in
class we were able to help and guide how to read and do the reports. Book reports included activities

to apply self-learning skills like graphic organizers, word search, note taking or looking up dictionary.

2.  Native-speaking English Teacher Scheme
*  For KSI, the updated PLPR&W booklets were used, called Space Town.

Shortly after the new school year commencement, we had a meeting with our advisory teacher

from the NET Section and planned some new activities and workshops for this year.

* In term one, Primary One, wrote about their friends and toys. Primary Two presented lovely

stories about their dream school and wrote a recipe for a porridge after a cooking class. Primary
Three, learnt how to design a menu and wrote about their timetable after reading a story ‘Henry
Hamster’s Week’.

* In the second term, Primary One, learnt about clothes, animals and colours. We designed dolls

and their clothes in a fun activity and wrote about them. Students read three stories, ‘Grandma
and the Birthday Cake’, ‘Fun Time at the Zoo’ and ‘Where am 1?°.
Regularly, students had phonics games and activities to boost their reading skills.

* In term one, Primary Two presented lovely stories about their dream school and wrote a recipe

for a porridge. Primary Three learnt how to design a menu and wrote about their timetable.

e  Primary Two during the second term, presented photo albums about their family and friends and

designed postcards to be send to their fathers on Father’s Day I June. We planned a trip to the
mailbox to post them. They read two stories, ‘Our Cousins in Canada’ and “A Tale of Two Turtles’.

*  Primary Three during the term two, learnt how to design a word search, describe pictures with

differences and wrote about a fashion contest. Students were given interesting magazines called,

‘Cool’ to work with.

Most of the pupils delivered their work on time during the reading class. To implement  self-
learning strategies students participated in activities such as, reading aloud, interviews, organizing
data and reflection. We provided several sessions to evaluate and share their work ~ with others and
talked how to improve their writing. The NET used guided writing techniques to structure the
writing process and teach good writing skills. Students following the process  thoroughly presented
better stories.

*  Asapart of SURE Reading Programme, during the term one, Primary Four read a story, ‘No More

Rubbish’. We followed up with a class trip around the village to pick up rubbish and recyclables.
Students were very keen and happy to participate in this outing and we collected a huge amount
of rubbish. The local community saw us working and greatly appreciated students’ devotion and
enthusiasm. Kids were given gifts by a passersby.

*  Interm two, Primary Four, students read ‘The Great Paddleboat Race’ and designed comic strips.

They made pizzas during the cooking class after reading a book, ‘Fun Food to Make and Eat’.
The class was extremely excited about this activity as it was the first class after lifting the Covid-

19 restrictions and we were able to eat in class.
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3.

In term one, Primary Five joined a trial project to improve their collaboration and  self-learning

skills. We chose two readers, ‘Saving Dad’ and ‘Amazing Snakes’ to implement all planned
teaching methods.

Primary Five received a visitor, a snake specialist to provide us with a workshop about local
snakes. Students enjoyed participating in this activity and happily shared their knowledge about
local snakes from reading a story ‘Amazing Snakes’.

In term two, Primary Five read a story. ‘Saving Dad’. They learnt how to write a book summary

and used a Seesaw application to video record them. We had a sharing session to view their friends’
work and write comments about their work.

Primary Six started the school year with an interview for secondary school project, followed by

individual workshops shortly before their interviews and read two stories, ‘The First Flight’ and
‘Dr Zardos and the Mind Stone’. For both stories, we provided them with tailored booklets to
teach basic facts about inventions and great places to visit around the world. Most of the students
finished all assigned tasks on time.

For term two, Primary Six read a book ‘The First Flight’ by Mary-Anne Creasy and learned about

different inventions. They spend significant amount of time revising for exams and test. The NET
provided tailored revision materials and interesting iPad games to revise and promote self-

learning. Students took part in Junior Reading Scheme and were given books monthly.

Participating in Speech Festival

Several students from all levels indicated will to participate in Speech Festival Solo-verse Close
Competition this year. Primary Five and Six students were practising their poems with the NET.
All the other students were looked after by the English teachers and the NET helped with the
recordings only. We were pleased with the number of participants willing to join although, it put
a great strain on teachers trying to find time slots for practising. Students had to use self-learning
strategies to prepare their poems at home. It required engaging families and researching the
Internet for videos and performance tips as well as displaying confidence during the final
recording.

Students were practising since late September until mid-November 2021. This year participants
were sending their videos to the jury committee. They memorized their lines easily and focused
on interpretation. All the participants were experienced and came up with individual approaches
to the poems. It was a pleasure to work with them. Teachers served more like a guide rather than
a teacher. Students were quite competitive and it was very interesting to watch them preparing
their pieces. Speech festival is a popular speaking contest in Hong Kong. Getting a certificate in

this difficult competition is highly priced among its participants. We are expecting the results soon.

4. English Corner in Every Classroom

During the first term, teachers displayed several useful English resources and students’ works on
all boards in the classrooms.

In the course of the first term, the NET displayed some key words from the mainstream for
Primary One. Teachers and the NET also displayed students’ works, individual stories and posters,

all designed during the English classes. Students referred to the boards when writing or revising
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S.

vocabulary.

Curriculum Adaptation

The NET supported the mainstream teaching in Primary One and Two this year. She designed
additional quizzes and graded worksheets to cater for learners’ differences on a daily basis. It is a
great practice to have two teachers in class. Students can get help and more attention while the
mainstream is taught by a leading teacher. Different games and vocabulary activities were
organized I all the levels to assist the mainstream and boost students’ interest in learning. All
English teachers were tailoring worksheets and teaching materials for their classes. Higher order
thinking skills worksheets were designed and added to the mainstream. All of them were stored

in a shared folder. Teachers shared their ideas and teaching aids with others.

Calligraphy Competition

All students, except Primary Six joined the calligraphy competition and tried their skills in neat
writing. Primary Five had to try cursive writing this year. The contest took place in late September
2022. This activity greatly enhanced students’ interest in neat writing. At the end of the second

term, several students from Primary Two expressed their interest in starting cursive writing.

Smart Kids Class via Google Classroom

8.

The NET chose a very ambitious writing competition for students to join this year. It was the
Hong Kong Young Writers Award 2023 organized by Youth Literature Foundation. Six students
with good writing skills were nominated to join the competition in three categories: Art cover,
fiction and non-fiction story to 1000 words based on tales of famous Chinese detective, Judge
Pao. Preparing students included several hours of research, watching shows and tutorials how to
write a fiction or non-fiction text. The NET provided countless amounts of printed materials and
individual support to all the participants. It was extremely challenging to do this kind of work
over the computer and it is not recommended to do it again. Students were motivated during the
class but lacked any will to research by themselves outside of the class time.

There were technical issues with logging in or Wi-Fi during the class. In the end, we were able to
send only four stories and one art cover. Five out of seven students submitted their work for
competition.

Students improved their writing skills, learnt how to use the five-finger writing organizer, write a
non-fiction piece, design an art cover and expanded their educational horizons watching last year
winners telling about their work. All the participants received beautiful certificates of attendance
at the morning assembly:.

For the second term, Smart Kids Club included training volunteers for Story-telling Competition.
The NET organized time after school to practise with students their performance for the show.

Morning Reading Time (Thursday)

Morning Reading on Thursday included reading with the NET and phonics games for Primary
One. For the weakest students we provided additional classes to combine English morning reading,

letter recognition and sound blending. The class could only be organized before the school hours
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(due to Covid-19 restrictions). Unfortunately, half of the students were not arriving as requested
five minutes before the class to go through the morning school entry routine and were missing
the first part of the class.

Chatting with the NET

10.

The NET conducted recess chats with students who needed help with their book reports or other
homework. It was a fruitful time to use English in a meaningful way and have the homework
done. The NET had a lunchtime duty three times a week to talk to students after they finish their

lunch.

Self-Evaluation, Peer-Evaluation and Parent-Evaluation

11.

All the units of PLPR&W and SuRE had evaluation forms for participants. Following the EDB
inspection, we included more self-evaluation tasks for students. Students remembered more from
acknowledging the objectives of each unit and testing key vocabulary by themselves. Students
also learnt to summarize the unit’s learning points. Parent evaluation was carried out on a weekly
basis through the weekend reading scheme.

Evaluating friends’ work during the class was a great way to learn and revise teaching material.
It also carried a fun factor as children acted as ‘teachers’ either marking their own works or their

friend’s worksheets.

Primary Literacy Programme - Reading and Writing (PLPR&W)

12.

LPR&W was continued in Primary One, Two and Three. The NET tailored the booklets every
year to fit to our timetable. We used the updated booklets for each new reader.

Students enjoyed reading classes and projects assisting them. Students were learning to recognize
letters and write simple words associated with the stories. They also played with playdough to
design letters and sounds or play jumping games to blend the words.

We provided sharing session, when students read out their stories to the whole class and received
small gifts for their work.

All the classes were conducted without any delays and greatly enhanced mainstream English.
Students were given additional activities through Google Classroom and were much better in
applying self-learning skills than last year. Most of them submitted their work on time. The
content of the PLPR&W scheme was effective because it was connected with students’ life
experience. The activities were broken into small chunks and allowed every pupil to work at its
own pace. A variety of strategies were employed to support different needs of its participants.

Students genuinely enjoyed reading lessons.

Supported Reading in English (SuRE)

The aims of the scheme were to expose students to quality texts to enhance their literacy
development and to stimulate students’ curiosity and interests in reading.

We spent enough time practicing reading, explaining new vocabulary and evaluating the problem
in each story for all the students to learn something. Even the weakest pupils submitted their work

on time. Students practised learning how to write a book report and a good summary.
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13.

Recess Movie Session (Post-exam activity)

14.

Students from different age groups were invited to join movies at long recess during the post-
exam period. Three different series were chosen with simple English and subtitles. Students
eagerly participated and 70% of classes join the session in the computer room on certain days of

the week.

English Fun Day

15.

English Fun Day was organized during the second term. We borrowed two booth games from the
publisher and enhanced the games with additional variants for more able students. Participants
were collecting stamps for different games. We received several guests from families and local
kindergartens. More than 70% of students participated in the activity and collected several prizes

for good work.

Phonics Class

16.

After the first test, six students were nominated to join the phonics class with the NET to practise
letter-sound recognition and consonant blending. Students enjoyed games and reading simple
texts. It would be recommended to continue the class to develop strong reading practice, allow

students to gain some confidence in reading, writing and improve their exam results.

Using Electronic Board for displayving English Materials

17.

The main English Board was decorated twice during the school year. We prepared an interactive
board about Chinese Space Programme and Cultural Attractions around Hong Kong. Students
could join a craft competition to design a rocket following the instruction. Younger pupils were
given colouring pages with specific instruction or a quick quiz.

We rewarded the best students with certificates and all the participants received small gifts.
Students studied the board with interest. In the future, we would like to involve students more in
preparing English boards. We were promoting value education to expose students to Chinese

culture. At least 40% of the students participated in this activity.

iPad Teaching

18.

All the teachers used iPads at least two times in the school year. The application that were the
most popular were: Nearpod, Kahoot, and See-Saw. The teachers used the iPads mostly for
revision and cross-curricular learning. Students were given a number of interesting websites and
applications to widen their knowledge or revise the curriculum at home. Students are amazingly
smart when using iPads and show great interest in learning how to use new apps where they can

compete against each other.

E-learning Platforms

The school provided all the students with Google Classroom accounts to access additional
learning materials. Usually, on Friday students were assigned online homework, which included
interesting websites and applications. The NET coordinated the upload of suitable materials to

enhance reading and listening skills. Students had access to the on-line library called EPIC and
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could watch several supportive videos for grammar items introduced by teachers weekly.
Additional classes were organized by the NET in October (during the reading time) for all classes
to teach students how to access their Google Classroom homework and to raise their interest in
checking the platform regularly.

e  Students were also introduced to use e-smart platform to take quizzes in different subjects. Pupils
were given e-smart 2.0 activities as a homework before holidays or weekends to revise general
English.

e  The SDLS (Self-direct Learning System) was also popular for revision across the subjects.

e  All these self-learning platforms are available on a school website. The teachers encouraged

students to use them regularly.

19. Post-exam Activities

a) Story-telling Competition with Chinese and Putonghua Panels

e Several students were nominated to take part in this completion. They showed interest in
performing and learning new skills. The fact that it was done in three languages greatly enhanced

the importance of learning different languages and sharing culture values.

b) English Board Games

e  The school possess several good English board games to be used in class. Time after exams is the
best opportunity to learn English in different, more relaxing atmosphere. Traditional table board

games enhance collaboration and team work.
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