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English

(1) Focus Plan
1. a) Project ‘Amazing Snakes’ with Primary Five
The project took four weeks and consisted of the following elements:
e reading aloud a non-fiction story
e comprehension activities
e writing a fact sheet about a snake
e  designing a poster about a snake based on a fact sheet
e workshop with a snake specialist
e iPad comprehension games
e video recording of the summary of the book
e writing captions for classroom display
e writing a passage using a mind map about the workshop

Students learned a lot about local snakes, which is important for their safety and protection of
the environment. They enjoyed the workshop with a passionate lover of animals, who shared his
practical knowledge and brought models and animals for presentation. Students collected their work
in folders and shared their stories with the peers. They have learned the names of Hong Kong shakes,
their habits and occurrence by self-search after the workshop and developed good collaboration
skills.
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2.

b) Project ‘The First Flight” with Primary Six
This project took four weeks and consisted of the following elements:
reading aloud a story

comprehension games and activities

watching several power point presentation about the greatest inventions

watching videos of a hot-air balloon landing

playing a short game to learn the parts of a hot-air balloon

writing a summary of the story

recording a summary using the application called Seesaw

preparing a power point presentation about a chosen place of interest

Students shared their knowledge from General Studies about the Great Wall of China. We
checked their understanding of the story by playing a Typhoon Game. Students memorized a
summary and successfully recorded their speeches using the application at home, which was a
good self-learning activity. The last part of a project was to design a power point presentation
using notes and skills from the IT class. We collected all their work in files for future use.
Students’ self-learning skills and communication skills were enhanced as well.

YVV V VYV V V YV V

Cooperation with the Library Panel

A cooperation between English and Library Panel was originally planned in the first term but
due to the suspension of classes, it fell through. Therefore, other activity was organized instead
in the second term. Primary Six while reading Chapter Seven about festivals around the world
were asked to browse the school library to find another festival and write a book report about it.
Students found this activity challenging and provided good quality reports back after Christmas.
This activity helped to develop students’ self-learning skills.

(2) Routine Work

1.

a) Weekend Reading Scheme

Primary One, Two, Three and Four this year participated in the scheme. We extended the
scheme to Primary Four, to improve their reading habits after the Covid-19 class suspension.
Participating in the scheme allowed Primary Four students to read around 25 books during the
school year.

On average, the other classes read 35 books during the second term.

All the participants received books according to their reading level. Students received
certificates and small gifts for participating in the programme. Reading charts were hang in the
classrooms and students eagerly compared themselves to their peers.

e  The scheme allowed students to:

e develop good reading habits

e  promote reading with a family member

e  be more responsible

e  Kkeep files and books tidy
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We were pleased with their attitude and eagerness to read books at home.
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P3 Reading Chart 2021/22
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b) Junior Reading Scheme

Primary Five and Six received one book report a month (in three different levels). Students
completed four reports in the second term. Some students needed more encouragement and help
and the NET always welcomed students asking for help. Most of the students delivered good
quality reports and returned the reading materials on time.

The scheme helped participants to access reading materials regularly and taught them being
responsible for their work. All the students made progress in writing reports and were gradually
given books from the higher reading levels.

Native-speaking English Teacher Scheme

We were using the updated materials for PLPR&W called Space Town. The NET was able to
conduct additional phonics sessions with seven Primary One and Primary Two students on
Tuesdays and Fridays once face-to-face classes were resumed.

We did not finish all of the units and continued with the work after the second term exams.
Primary One performed well in creative writing (Animal Reports and Fun Time in the Zoo
activities).

Primary Two revised the mainstream grammar items through different activities and interesting
stories (‘At the Beach’and ‘A Tale of Two Turtles’).

The advisory teacher, from the NET Section visited us during the second term to discuss the use
of additional free online materials to make the reading classes more enjoyable.

Primary Three read a magazine called, ‘Cool Kids’ that provided several interesting reading
activities. Students designed a wordsearch game for classmates and wrote about outfits for dog
fashion competition.

The scheme promoted effective English language learning and greatly enhanced English
mainstream teaching. The magazine is colourful and attractive. It was very motivating for
students to be able to have a copy and explore its content. It would be highly recommended to
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incorporate more children’s magazines into reading classes in the future.

Speech Festival

Four students from Primary Five and three from Primary Six were chosen to join Speech
Festival Solo-verse Close Competition. Primary Five girls were practicing a poem called ‘Class
Discussion’ by Gervase Phinn. Primary

Six girls had a poem called, ‘The Can-can’by Mandy Coe and the Primary Six boys practised
‘The Frog who Dreamed she was an Opera Singer by Jackie Kay.

Students were practising since late September until late November 2021. We sent the recordings
of poems to the jury committee. Our contestants focused on individual interpretation.

All of the participants received high marks. We got two second prizes this year, one for Primary
Five (girls) and one for Primary Six (boys). Primary Five winners expressed their will in taking
up the next year competition. Participating in the training and the video recording allowed our
students to build up their courage and public speaking skills.

English Corners in the Classrooms

Teachers displayed English resources and students’ works on all boards in the classrooms
regularly.

The NET also displayed students’ works, individual stories and posters, all designed during the
reading classes. Students referred to the boards when writing, revising vocabulary or admired
the best works of peers at recess.

Curriculum Adaptation

o

The NET supported the mainstream teaching in Primary One and designed additional
worksheets and interesting quizzes with different levels of difficulty. All the teachers designed
different levels of worksheets to cater for learners’ differences.

Curriculum adaptation was necessary to match the students with the right level and amount of
schoolwork due to the online classes. The amount of contact hours was cut drastically during
the second term and it required more adjustments of materials than usual. Students always
benefit from specifically tailored materials. It boosts their confidence and allows them to work
at their own pace. It was decided during the term meeting, to adapt some content in order to
have enough time for revision and evaluation.

Calligraphy Competition

Several students in two levels joined the calligraphy competition and presented their skills in
neat writing. The con Several test took place in late September 2021. This activity greatly

enhanced students’ interest in neat writing.

Smart Kids Classes After School

This class was conducted after exams in August as a part of positive learning, a one-week
intensive project for Primary Five students. Six best learners were chosen to participate in
English karaoke club and discussion about the background and the message each of these songs
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8.

sends. John Lenon’s ‘Imagine’. ‘What a Wonderful World’ by Louis Armstrong and ‘Happy’ by
Pharell Williams. Students had an opportunity to practise critical thinking and express their
thoughts after listening to each song. The final part of the workshop was to share a song of their
liking and discuss it.

a) Morning Reading Time

The activity was cancelled due to the Covid-19 restrictions but the supplementary activity was
carried out during the second term. Students were given additional books for Junior Reading
Scheme and Weekend Reading Programme. Four classes after exam session in July 2022 were
devoted to reading in class. Students finished additional 4 book reports. Some students were
chosen to read with the NET, while others were working by themselves. The NET discussed the
content of the book with each student during the class.

b) Recess Movie Session

The Lunchtime Movie Session was moved to the long recess after exams in July. Students were
invited to join three different movie sessions depending on their age and interests. The movies
were presented with subtitles to encourage reading and improve understanding. Many students
joined the activity.

Morning Assembly

10.

All the assemblies were shortened and students’ performance reduced in the  second term due
to Covid-19 restrictions. Teachers were performing show and tell instead. One of the highlights
were to introduce sayings of wisdom in English. Various sayings were displayed around the
school afterwards to allow students reflect on them and ask more questions during the English
classes.

Self-evaluation, Peer-evaluation and Parent-evaluation

11.

All the units of PLPR&W in Primary Two and Three had evaluation forms. When assigning
writing exercises, students were given self-evaluation and peer-evaluation forms to provide us
with more feedback and share good examples with the rest of the class. Students remembered
more from acknowledging the objectives of each unit and testing key vocabulary by themselves.
Students learnt to summarize the unit’s learning points. This scheme was extended to Primary
Five and Six.

Primary Literacy Programme - Reading and Writing (PLP-R&W)

PLPR&W was conducted in Primary One, Two, Three and extended into Primary Four this year.
We used updated but simplified booklets for each new reader with the evaluation form in each
unit.

Primary Two wrote a story about going to the beach after reading a big book, At the Beach and a
postcard after reading A Tale of Two Turtles. Primary Three finished a story Souperman, Mouse
to Mouse and Cool Kids, where Primary Four finished the final units, The Green Earth Project
Week and started Amy s Diary.
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12.

The most enjoyable were sharing sessions. These classes allowed our students to evaluate own
work, compare to peers and hear good examples of writing. The other crucial aspect of sharing
sessions were to look at common mistakes and revise basic grammar rules.

Since the class switch to Google Meet in February 2022, we slowed down with the teaching
content and met new challenges. Older students were much better in applying self-learning
skills than Primary One and Two. They submitted their work on time.

In these new circumstances with reduced teaching time, students and parents did their best in
applying all new skills required to communicate via Google Classroom. The NET included
more evaluation sessions and provided several sample answers to encourage students to do their
homework, which we were not able to collect on regularly.

Supported Reading in English (SURE)

13.

SURE, a supporting reading programme for KS2 has been conducted for several years now. As
in previous years, we spent two lessons a week to read and write. Students purchased one reader
for each term as assisting material to work with.

In the first term, Primary Four studied two remaining units of PLPR&W. Primary Five studied
local snakes and learnt how to write a biography. Primary Six focused on preparing interview
scripts and power point presentations about interesting places after reading a book called, Dr
Zardos and the Mind Stone. The aims of the scheme were to expose students to quality texts to
enhance their literacy development and to stimulate students’ curiosity.

We spent significant amount of time practicing reading, explaining new vocabulary and
evaluating the problem in each story. Even the weakest pupils submitted some work on time
which was encouraging.

Primary Four finished two units in the second term, ‘No More Rubbish’ and ‘Amy’s Diary’.
They learned how to write a diary and designed a book about recycling. The NET used Nearpod
to revise and evaluate each unit. Students enjoyed competition type games the most.

Primary Five finished two readers in the second term, too, ‘Saving Dad’ and ‘The Queen’s New
Chef’. We added Nearpod and Typhoon Game as evaluation. The class wrote interesting
interviews with the story characters and memorized two book summaries. The dictations were
conducted to check their preparation for video presentation on the Seesaw app. The class did
very well and all students got high marks, which was very motivating.

Primary Six finished two readers too. ‘The First Flight’ and ‘Dinosaur Detectives’ during the
second term. We used Nearpod to revise and check understanding of the story. Students wrote
amazing book summaries of more than 100 words with ease and recorded book summaries
using Seesaw home app to the amazement of the NET. The majority of students did very well.
Some students finished their projects with the help of the teachers.

My English ABC

The class was conducted as an intensive one-week project after exams in July, 2022. Students
with special needs participated in vocabulary building games. The NET was in charge of this
class. We hope these activities gave more confidence in using English to communicate with
English speakers.
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14.

English Fun Day

15.

English Panel set up a booth with games during the Game Day in July, 2022. All the students
and guests were welcomed to play simple English games and collect stamps. The games bought
a lot of fun to all the participants and boosted learning motivation.

Phonics Class

16.

The activity was conducted from May to August 2022 for Primary One and Two. Seven students
joined the class early in the morning to practice letter-sound recognition and read simple texts
with the NET. Participating students received small gifts for good work. We could see the
improvement in their spelling of three-letter words in class and more confidence in writing
simple words. To boost their self-learning skills participants were given texts to be read at home
as revision.

English Board

17.

The main English Board was decorated once during the first term. We prepared a quiz about
nations and their flags to draw students’ attention to national emblems This theme matched the
civic education and General Studies mainstream. KS1 students could take Chinese and Hong
Kong flags to colour. KS2 students were given a short quiz about the content of the board.
Students were rewarded with small gifts for participating.

During the second term there was an electronic board installed which greatly enhanced the
quality of morning assemblies and provided a constant flow of educational materials.

iPad Teaching

18.

Students worked with iPads at least twice in a term to consolidate their knowledge on various
topics. Teachers mostly used the following applications for class use: Nearpod, Seesaw, Kahoot,
Space Town, Epic, Google Form and the Starfall. Participants greatly enjoyed the games and
activities provided. The I.T. and self-learning skills were enhanced as well.

e-Learning Platforms

Two platforms were provided by the school to be used for revision, consolidation and
self-learning during the holidays. E-smart and SDLS were given as homework for all the levels.
Some students found using the SDLS platform very challenging.
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